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Welcome

This Winter, Chichester becomes home to some of the
country’s most exciting touring theatre, music, comedy and
dance, with a season packed full of unforgettable stories and
spectacular entertainment.

From James Graham’s Olivier Award-winning Best New Play
‘Punch’ and the cult phenomenon turned smash-hit musical
‘Heathers’, to ‘The Last Laugh’, direct from its West End run
and a gripping new production of “The Curious Incident of the
Dog in the Night-Time’, this season is brimming with
exceptional theatre.

Quality classics such as Noél Coward’s celebrated comedy
‘Present Laughter’ and Dickens’ gripping ‘A Tale of Two
Cities’ share the Festival stage with powerful contemporary
storytelling, including Khaled Hosseini’'s acclaimed ‘A
Thousand Splendid Suns’. We're especially excited to present
two Papatango Prize-winning plays, ‘The Silence and the
Noise’ and ‘Birdcatcher’, in the Minerva Theatre.

An outstanding programme of one-night events includes
Dame Judi Dench, Sir Derek Jacobi, ‘The Archers’ and Sara
Pascoe. Meanwhile, our newest venue, The Nest, continues
to buzz with a vibrant year-round programme, offering even
more opportunities to discover something unexpected.
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Before our Winter Season gets underway, we still have two
Festival productions created especially for our stages. ‘A
Midsummer Night's Dream’ relocates Shakespeare’s
exuberant comedy to 1990s Sussex, where rave culture
collides with magic on the South Downs. In the Minerva
Theatre, ‘Antigone Exits’ brings Greek tragedy blazing into the
present day.

Christmas at CFT is always a special time. At the heart of our
Festive programme is ‘Peter Pan: A Musical Adventure’,
brought to life by the extraordinary Chichester Festival Youth
Theatre. Families can also enjoy the return of ‘Hey! Christmas
Tree’, alongside our much-loved Santa’s Grotto and
‘Christmas Concerts’. And as the new year begins, we
welcome ‘The Nutcracker’ to round off the festive season in
magical style.

We hope you'll find plenty to inspire, entertain and surprise
you this Winter and we can’t wait to see you.

Justin Audibert Kathy Bourne
Artistic Director Executive Director




Festival Theatre
Friday 18 September — Saturday 17 October

A Chichester Festival Theatre production

Munya Chawawa

A Midsummer
Night’s Dream

By William Shakespeare

“Lord, what fools these mortals be!”

For our Festival 2026 finale, join us in the exuberant,
enchanted world of Shakespeare’s ‘A Midsummer Night's
Dream’, riotously transposed to 1990s Sussex where
traditional values are going head to head with the party to end
all parties.

It's 1994 in Chichester, and Tory MP Theseus is riding high
after shutting down free raves across the county, aided by
local Chief Constable Egeus. Four spirited but unhappy young
lovers rebel against their stuffy elders’ rules and take off to the
South Downs.




Over the fields in Worthing, bohemian aristo-landowners
Oberon and Titania are organising an illicit rave with naughty
fixer Puck — when they aren’t arguing over the affections of
The Changeling, a DJ party boy.

Meanwhile, the local Young Conservatives are busy
rehearsing a play for Theseus’s forthcoming wedding, with the
slightly over-enthusiastic support of new Club member,
Bottom.

As night falls, psychedelic potions lead to startling
transformations in the heady haze of freedom and desire. In
the South Downs, magic is real. Anything can happen.

Artistic Director Justin Audibert follows his acclaimed ‘Hamlet’
and hugely popular Festival Theatre production of ‘Redlands’,
co-directing with Hannah Joss (‘Choir’), in a production which
celebrates Shakespeare’s language while spinning the world

of Elizabethan players into full-colour living memory.

Comedian and satirist Munya Chawawa plays Bottom.

Season Saver see page 129




Performance Times

Evenings: 7.30pm (25 Sep, 7pm; 1, 8 & 15 Oct, 6pm)
Matinees: 2.30pm

Schools Theatre Days

29 Sep, 10.30am and 1 Oct, 1pm. See page 117

Delve deeper with our linked events. See pages 108-112

Tickets

From £10

Concessions available. Click on the ‘Prices & info’ tab on
each show page of our website for the most up-to-date
information about availability, pricing, and discounts.

16-30s Prologue For £5 tickets see page 128

Schools £10 (see page 117)

Sponsored by The Portsmouth Grammar School




Minerva Theatre
Saturday 26 September — Saturday 17 October

World Premiere

A Chichester Festival Theatre production

Antigone Exits

By Nina Segal

Antigone’s brother has died in a bloody civil war. The king —
her uncle — has forbidden anyone to bury the body. Antigone
is going to bury the body anyway.

Twenty-five centuries after ‘Antigone’, seven performers
gather to re-tell the tale of what is buried and what comes of
it. Ancient Greece crashes into the contemporary, as
Sophocles’ classic tragedy shines a scorching light onto our
current world.

Nina Segal’'s modern adaptation brings ‘Antigone’ blazing into
the present day. Her previous work includes ‘Cow | Deer’
(Royal Court), ‘We Are The Lucky Ones’ (Dutch National
Opera) and ‘Shooting Hedda Gabler’ (Rose Theatre).

Jeff James directs; his recent directing work includes
‘Shooting Hedda Gabler’ at the Rose Theatre and his own
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adaptations of ‘Persuasion’ at the Manchester Royal
Exchange and ‘Winter's Tale’ at the Dailes Theatre, Latvia.

Season Saver see page 129

Performance Times

Evenings: 7.15pm (1 Oct, 7pm)
Matinees: 2.15pm

Tickets

From £10

Concessions available. Click on the ‘Prices & info’ tab on
each show page of our website for the most up-to-date
information about availability, pricing, and discounts.

Schools Theatre Days

8 Oct, 10.30am

11



Prologue For £5 tickets see page 128

Schools £10 (see page 117)

Sponsored by Bishops Printers

Minerva Season Principal Charles Holloway OBE

Supported in research and development by The Playwrights
Fund

12



Festival Theatre
Tuesday 3 — Saturday 7 November

Jamie Wilson Productions Evolution Productions and Kevin
McCollum present

The Last Laugh

A new play by Paul Hendy

Direct from a run at the Noéel Coward Theatre, ‘The Last
Laugh’ is the “irresistible” (Sunday Express) play which
imagines three of Britain’s all-time greatest comedy heroes —
Tommy Cooper, Eric Morecambe and Bob Monkhouse —in a
dressing room, discussing the secrets of life, death, comedy
and what it means to be funny... really funny!

“Lovingly written and directed” (Sunday Times) by the award-
winning Paul Hendy, ‘The Last Laugh’ stars Damian Williams
as Cooper, Simon Cartwright as Monkhouse and Steve Royle
as Morecambe.

Poignant, nostalgic, warm and funny, ‘The Last Laugh’ is a
heartfelt celebration of a golden age of British entertainment,
hailed as “pure gold” (Mail on Sunday) and “pure fun... |
wouldn’t have missed it for the world” (Giles Coren, Sunday
Times).

13



* %k K

“Irresistible... a blissful blast of nostalgia and belly laughs”
Sunday Express

* %k K

“A joyous celebration of comedy’s greats” Broadway World

* k kK

“A trio of sublime performances” WhatsOnStage

Season Saver see page 129

Performance Times

Evenings: Tue — Sat 7.30pm
Matinees: Wed, Thu & Sat 2.30pm
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Tickets

From £10.

Concessions available. Click on the ‘Prices & info’ tab on
each show page of our website for the most up-to-date
information about availability, pricing, and discounts.

Prologue For £5 tickets see page 128

Schools £10 (see page 117)
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Festival Theatre
Tuesday 10 — Saturday 14 November

Bill Kenwright Ltd and Paul Taylor-Mills present

Heathers
The Musical

Book, music and lyrics by Kevin Murphy and Laurence
O’Keefe

Based on the film written by Daniel Waters

Directed by Andy Fickman

Following smash hit runs in London, New York and
Melbourne, Heathers the Musical is coming to Chichester!

Welcome to Westerberg High, where popularity is a matter of
life and death, and Veronica Sawyer is just another of the
nobodies dreaming of a better day. But when she’s
unexpectedly taken under the wings of the three beautiful and
impossibly cruel Heathers, her dreams of popularity finally
start to come true. That is until J.D., the mysterious teen
rebel, teaches her that it might kill to be a nobody, but it's
murder being a somebody.

16



Based on the iconic movie starring Winona Ryder and
Christian Slater, Heathers the Musical is wickedly funny,
deliciously dark and full of big fun!

Ages 14+

* k kK

“High School Musical’s darker, dirtier cousin” Sunday Express

* k kK

“Stiletto sharp” Daily Telegraph

* %k K

“An outrageous, irrepressible musical” New York Times

Season Saver see page 129

Performance Times

Evenings: Tue, Wed, Thu & Sat 7.30pm
Fri 5pm & 8.15pm
Matinees: Wed & Sat 2.30pm
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Tickets

Concessions available. Click on the ‘Prices & info’ tab on
each show page of our website for the most up-to-date
information about availability, pricing, and discounts.

Prologue For £5 tickets see page 128

Schools £10 (see page 117)

Sponsored by Chichester Harbour Hotel
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Minerva Theatre
Tuesday 10 — Saturday 14 November

New Frame Productions present

The Gang of Three

By Robert Khan and Tom Salinsky

Deep in the heart of the corridors of power, the Labour Party’s
Roy Jenkins, Denis Healey and Tony Crosland clash over the
soul of British socialism and their own relentless ambitions.

Set against the backdrop of economic crisis, Robert Khan and
Tom Salinsky’s acclaimed political drama brings to life the
personalities, principles and private tensions that shaped a
generation of politics.

Following a sell-out smash hit run in London, this play returns
for a major national tour this autumn. A chance to revisit a
defining moment in the battle for the soul of the Labour Party,
which captures the towering intellects, fierce rivalries and the
private tensions behind public power.

Sharp, provocative and richly entertaining, this is political
theatre at its most gripping.
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* %k K

“Superb” Guardian

* * kK

“Quick-witted political drama” The Stage

* k kK

“Couldn’t be more relevant” Daily Express

* % % Kk Kk

“Unmissable” Fringe Review

Season Saver see page 129

Performance Times

Evenings: Tue — Sat 7.15pm
Matinees: Wed, Thu & Sat 2.15pm
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Tickets

From £10

Concessions available. Click on the ‘Prices & info’ tab on
each show page of our website for the most up-to-date
information about availability, pricing, and discounts.

Prologue For £5 tickets see page 128

Schools £10 (see page 117)
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Festival Theatre
Tuesday 17 — Saturday 21 November

Melting Pot and Birmingham Rep present

The Curious
Incident of the Dog
In the Night-Time

Based on the best-selling novel by Mark Haddon
Adapted by Simon Stephens

This century’s most popular murder mystery

The internationally celebrated novel that captivated 10 million
readers is coming in a brand-new staging more thrilling than
ever.

Chris Boone is gifted with a brilliant mind for numbers but
unsettled by the unpredictability of people and everyday life.
When a neighbour’s dog is discovered killed, Chris comes
under suspicion. Determined to prove her innocence, Chris
becomes both detective and suspect, drawn into a mystery
that grows darker and more complex with every clue
uncovered.

22



What begins as the search for a culprit soon reveals secrets
closer to home, forcing Chris to confront truths that will test
her courage, family, and understanding of trust,
independence, and the wider world.

Starring Joe McFadden (‘The Shawshank Redemption’, UK
tour; ‘2:22 A Ghost Story’, West End; ‘Strictly Come Dancing’
winner 2017) and ‘EastEnders’ favourite Charlie Brooks
(‘Chitty Chitty Bang Bang’, UK tour; “‘The Ocean at the End of
the Lane’, National Theatre) as Chris’ parents — Ed and Judy.

Inventive, gripping and moving ‘The Curious Incident of the
Dog in the Night-Time’ combines the intrigue of a whodunnit
with a powerful coming-of-age story in an unforgettable
theatrical event.

“An incredible rollercoaster of a tale” Guardian

Season Saver see page 129

Performance Times

Evenings: Tue — Sat 7.30pm
Matinees: Wed, Thu & Sat 2.30pm
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Tickets

From £10.

Concessions available. Click on the ‘Prices & info’ tab on
each show page of our website for the most up-to-date
information about availability, pricing, and discounts.

Prologue For £5 tickets see page 128

Schools £10 (see page 117)
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Two Papatango New Writing Prize Winners.
Two unmissable plays.

Minerva Theatre
Tuesday 17 — Saturday 21 November

A Papatango Theatre Company and Pentabus production

The Silence and the
Noise

By Tom Powell
Directed by George Turvey

Daize has a sharp tongue and a sharper blade. Ben has Kkiller
trainers and not much else. She’s determined to protect her
mum from his drug-dealing boss — but can two neglected
teenagers change their destinies? These natural enemies
start to find something in each other no adult has ever given
them.

Winner of the 2021 Papatango Prize from over 1,400 scripts,
Tom Powell's extraordinary play beautifully portrays two
young people finding hope together.

25



This stage premiere is directed by Papatango’s Artistic
Director George Turvey (Genesis Foundation Prize winner
and named in The Stage 25 list of industry leaders).

Ages 13+

* %k kX

“A modest masterpiece” The Stage

* k kK

“A delicate love story [of] tenderness and tragedy” Guardian

Season Saver see page 129

Performance Times

Evenings: Tue — Sat 7.15pm
Matinees: Thu & Sat 2.15pm
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Tickets

From £10.

Concessions available. Click on the ‘Prices & info’ tab on
each show page of our website for the most up-to-date
information about availability, pricing, and discounts.

Prologue For £5 tickets see page 128

Schools £10 (see page 117)
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Minerva Theatre
Wednesday 10 — Saturday 13 February

A Pentabus production in association with Papatango Theatre
Company and Middle Child Theatre

Birdcatcher

A new play by Laura Waldren
Directed by Elle While

From the company behind ‘Driftwood’.

‘Birdcatcher’ is a darkly comic drama about a teenage girl
navigating life inside a doomsday cult. Set in East Yorkshire,
the play shines a light on the murky, repressive underworld of
religious “high control groups” in the UK — and asks how you
find yourself in a world you think is about to end.

Pentabus is the Nation’s Rural Theatre. This inaugural
production is directed by BAFTA-winning Artistic Director Elle
While (‘Mother Courage’, ‘Richard IlII' Shakespeare’s Globe)
and written by rising star and award-winning playwright Laura
Waldren, whose first play Some Demon won the 2023
Papatango Prize.
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All performances have audio description integrated into the
production.

Ages 12+

“One of British theatre’s unsung treasures” Guardian on
Pentabus

* k kK

“An astonishing debut... Ambitious, astute and utterly
gripping” Telegraph on ‘Some Demon’

Season Saver see page 129

Performance Times

Evenings: Wed — Sat 7.15pm
Matinees: Thu & Sat 2.15pm
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Tickets

From £10.

Concessions available. Click on the ‘Prices & info’ tab on
each show page of our website for the most up-to-date
information about availability, pricing, and discounts.

Prologue For £5 tickets see page 128

Schools £10 (see page 117)

30



Festival Theatre
Tuesday 24 — Saturday 28 November

Theatre Royal Bath and Augusta Productions present

Tracy-Ann Oberman
James Dreyfus and Adrian Lukis

Present Laughter

By Noél Coward

Tracy-Ann Oberman stars as Geri Essendine in this new
production of Noél Coward'’s celebrated and hilarious
portrayal of the temptations and pitfalls of theatrical celebrity.

Geri Essendine is a hugely successful actress (who has been
39 for the best part of a decade). Her personality, wit and
charm have earned her a legion of devoted fans, young and
old, and a coterie of friends, acquaintances and hangers-on.

Just as she is about to depart for a tour of Australia, Geri finds
herself besieged by a bevy of would-be lovers, not to mention
her long-suffering secretary, estranged husband and an
obsessed young playwright. Will she ever disentangle herself
from their tightening clutches and incessant demands? And
deep down, does she really want to...?
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Known to millions from iconic roles in ‘EastEnders’, ‘Doctor
Who’ and ‘Friday Night Dinner’, Tracy-Ann Oberman returns
to the stage following her highly acclaimed performance in
“The Merchant of Venice’ 1936.

James Dreyfus is well-loved for his TV roles in the sitcoms
‘Gimme, Gimme, Gimme’, “The Thin Blue Line’ and as
Reverend Roger Jones in ‘Mount Pleasant’. Stage credits
include ‘Cabaret’, “‘The Producers’ and ‘By Royal
Appointment’.

Adrian Lukis’ on-screen credits include ‘Pride and Prejudice’,
‘The Crown’, ‘Judge John Deed’, ‘Peak Practice and Black
Mirror’. His theatre work includes “The Price’ in the West End
and ‘Being Mr Wickham’ — which he co-wrote and has
performed in London, New York, and on tour.

Lindsay Posner, fresh from his West End triumphs of ‘Noises
Off’ starring Felicity Kendal, ‘A View From the Bridge’ starring
Dominic West and ‘The Deep Blue Sea’ starring Tamsin
Greig, directs.

Season Saver see page 129
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Performance Times

Evenings: Tue — Sat 7.30pm
Matinees: Wed, Thu & Sat 2.30pm

Tickets

From £10

Concessions available. Click on the ‘Prices & info’ tab on
each show page of our website for the most up-to-date
information about availability, pricing, and discounts.

Prologue For £5 tickets see page 128

Schools £10 (see page 117)

Funded by UK Government

Supported using public funds by Arts Council England
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Magical festive
moments

Christmas at Chichester Festival Theatre means a generous
helping of music, magic and merriment. So however you like
to celebrate, you're sure to find a tradition in the making here
at CFT.

Enjoy a sparkling seasonal
show

You'll find traditional tunes at our ‘Christmas Concerts’, fun for
all the family in Stiles & Drewe’s musical adventure, ‘Peter
Pan’ a twinkly introduction to theatre for little ones with the
return of ‘Hey! Christmas Tree’, and a vibrant new production
of ‘The Nutcracker'. Look out for ‘magical festive moments’
throughout this brochure.
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Give the gift of theatre

In this season of goodwill and giving, our Theatre Vouchers
and Gift Memberships are the ideal present, offering your
loved ones the option to choose whatever takes their fancy.
Visit cft.org.uk/qifts to order online or for more inspiration.

Santa’s Grotto

Selected dates Friday 4 — Wednesday 23 December
Oaklands Park
£16 per child (adults go free)

Join us on a journey to the North Pole with our wonderful CFT
Elves as they return this Christmas, and they need a bit of
assistance from you! Help the Elves complete their festive
tasks and save Christmas in time for your appointment with
The Man in Red. You'll have a chance to take a ‘elfie and little
ones receive an early Christmas present to place under the
tree.

Once his sleigh is all packed and Santa’s on his way, join our
‘Elves Christmas Party’ (£8) on Christmas Eve.
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Christmas Wonder Gig

Friday 4 December, 10am & 11.15am
Minerva Bar

Ages 0-4

£8

Filskit Theatre return with their much-loved live events for
music-loving grown-ups and little ones. Enjoy toe-tapping,
acoustic music performed by a live professional musician in a
relaxed space, while one of Filskit's experienced play
facilitators ensures your little one is well catered for with
props, puppets and bubbles, and gentle child-led play.

Cabaret Nostalgique present

(‘Twas) The Cabaret Before

Christmas

Saturday 5 December, 8pm
The Nest

Ages 18+

£18

Enjoy an evening of festive frolics from the creators of the
sold-out shows ‘Cabaret Noir’ and ‘Legends of the Limelight'.
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Mistletoe & Melodies

A Musical Supper

Friday 11 December, 7.30pm & Saturday 12 December, 7.00pm
The Brasserie
£85 per person

Join us for an enchanting evening of festive dining and music.
Enjoy a three-course dinner, whilst being serenaded by West
End performers singing beloved Christmas songs, beautifully
accompanied by a pianist. Plus a festive glass of fizz on
arrival!

Scrooge Live to Film

In Concert with The FB Pocket Orchestra

Saturday 19 December, 2.00pm & 8.00pm
The Nest

Film rating U

£18

This beloved Christmas tale of redemption and goodwill
comes alive with the enchanting sounds of a newly
orchestrated live score, performed by the three-piece FB
Pocket Orchestra.
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Festival Theatre
Tuesday 1 — Saturday 5 December

Christmas Concerts

With The Band of His Majesty’s Royal Marines Collingwood
and Chichester Cathedral Choir

“It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas...”

Kick off the festive season with one of our favourite traditions
here at CFT, our uplifting ‘Christmas Concerts’. The Band of
His Majesty’s Royal Marines Collingwood and the Chichester
Cathedral Choir reunite for a week of performances full of true
Christmas cheer!

Featuring some of the most cherished carols and classic
melodies alongside new arrangements, and topped with a
seasonal sing-along, it's a beautifully wrapped musical
celebration guaranteed to leave you feeling merry and bright.

Ages 7+
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“The concerts are full of joy and promise. They never
disappoint. For those fortunate enough to get a ticket and
attend they really do mark the start of Christmas in
Chichester” West Sussex Gazette, 2024

* %k K

“A winning evening of sparkling entertainment” Theatre South
East, 2025

“A festive musical fast. They never disappoint. For those
fortunate enough to get a ticket and attend they really do mark
the start of Christmas in Chichester” West Sussex Gazette,
2024

magical festive moments

Season Saver see page 129

Performance Times

Evenings: Tue — Sat 7.30pm
Matinees: Thu & Sat 2.30pm
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Tickets

From £10

Concessions available. Click on the ‘Prices & info’ tab on
each show page of our website for the most up-to-date
information about availability, pricing, and discounts.

Prologue For £5 tickets see page 128
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Minerva Theatre
Saturday 5 — Sunday 27 December

A Chichester Festival Theatre production

Hey! Christmas Tree

Written by Vicki Berwick
From a poem by Michael Morpurgo
Music and Lyrics by Eamonn O’'Dwyer

Following its hugely popular 2024 premiere, this enchanting
and funny festive story returns to the Minerva. Created
especially for Chichester Festival Theatre by Michael
Morpurgo, it's a heart-warming tale about the importance of
finding friendship and somewhere to call home.

Tree is rescued from the forest on Christmas Eve by Mauvis,
the motorbiking park ranger, who lives with her cheeky cat
Winston and 9-year-old Yulia, who doesn’t want to talk and is
a long way from home.

Tree has never had Christmas before and isn’t sure about all
the decorations he has to wear. But he meets Father
Christmas and the Snow Woman, and with Yulia to care for
him, he starts to dance. The seasons come and go, Tree
grows taller, and soon Christmas comes around once again.
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And alongside the gifts in their stockings is the best present of
all.

Inspired by Michael Morpurgo’s book of poems ‘My Heart
Was a Tree’, and written for the stage by Vicki Berwick, it's a
perfect first festive theatre trip for 3 to 7 year olds.

Dale Rooks, whose Chichester productions include ‘The
Butterfly Lion’, ‘Running Wild’ and ‘A Boy Called Christmas’,
directs.

Ages 3-7

“Imaginative, energetic, warm and funny” Daily Telegraph

“Full of hope and heart and utterly charming” Chichester
Observer

“A wonderful Christmas treat” In Common

magical festive moments

Season Saver see page 129
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Performance Times
10.30am, 1.30pm & 4.30pm

Performance times vary from day to day so make sure you
check the Diary (pages 132-166)

Relaxed performance Wed 9 Dec, 10.30am

Tickets

From £10

Family discount available. Click on the ‘Prices & Info’ tab on
each production specific page of our website for the most up-
to-date information about availability, pricing, and discounts.

Schools £10 (see page 117)

Play Cafés

Play Cafés take place through the run, visit
cft.org.uk/playcafes for dates and times.

Minerva Season Principal Charles Holloway OBE
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Festival Theatre
Monday 14 — Wednesday 30 December

World Premiere

Chichester Festival Youth Theatre

Stiles & Drewe’s

Peter Pan

A musical adventure

Music by George Stiles

Lyrics by Anthony Drewe

In a new version by Anthony Drewe

Based on the book by Willis Hall

Adapted from J.M. Barrie’s original play with permission from
Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children

“Second star to the right, and then straight on until morning.”

One of the most beloved stories of all time, in a wonderful
version with songs by Stiles & Drewe (‘Honk!’, ‘The Three
Little Pigs’, ‘Half a Sixpence’), ‘Peter Pan — A Musical

Adventure’ is the perfect Christmas show for all the family.

Join Chichester Festival Youth Theatre in this magical and
exciting tale about the three Darling children — Wendy, John
and Michael — whose world changes when a boy who doesn't
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want to grow up flies into their London bedroom, and teaches
them how to take wing themselves.

And so begins an awfully big adventure more deliciously
dangerous and thrilling than they could ever have imagined.
Reaching the island of Never Land, they meet the cheeky
fairy Tinker Bell, quarrelsome Lost Boys, mysterious
mermaids, rapscallion pirates and, of course, the elegant and
menacing Captain Hook...!

An unmissable, classic musical adaptation presented by our
multi-talented Youth Theatre, directed by Lucy Betts (‘The
Wizard of Oz’) and supported by a full professional creative
team.

Ages 7+

“Here in Sussex the real annual treat is the Christmas show
performed by our own Chichester Festival Youth Theatre”
Sussex Newspapers, 2025

magical festive moments

Season Saver see page 129
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Performance Times

Evenings: 7pm
Matinees: 2pm (Sat 26 Dec, 4pm)

Relaxed performance Wed 30 Dec, 4pm

Tickets
From £10

Family discount available. Click on the ‘Prices & Info’ tab on
each production specific page of our website for the most up-
to-date information about availability, pricing, and discounts.

Prologue For £5 tickets see page 128

Schools £10 (see page 117)

Sponsored by Chichester College
Sponsored by James Todd & Co

Presented by arrangement with Music Theatre International.
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Festival Theatre
Wednesday 6 — Sunday 10 January

New English Ballet Theatre

The Nutcracker

This holiday season, New English Ballet Theatre (NEBT)
presents a bold reimagining of The Nutcracker, performed live
on stage to Tchaikovsky’s original, much-loved score.
Blending classical tradition with imaginative storytelling, this
production offers an enchanting experience for audiences of
all ages.

At a glittering modern-day Christmas party, Clara is gifted a
Nutcracker by an eccentric entertainer, unaware that it will
lead her into a dreamlike world of snowy landscapes, mystery
and magic.

This fresh interpretation of the timeless ballet is created by
Valentino Zucchetti, one of NEBT’s Associate
Choreographers and a First Soloist of The Royal Ballet. The
production features elegant, expressive movement and
breathtaking performances by inspiring guest artists.
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Perfect for families, first-time and seasoned ballet-goers alike,
The Nutcracker is reimagined with sparkle, heart, and joyful
creativity — a magical celebration of the festive season.

magical festive moments
Season Saver see page 129

Performance Times

Evenings: Wed, Thu & Sat 7.30pm
Fri 6pm
Matinees: Sat & Sun 2.30pm

Tickets
From £10

Concessions available. Click on the ‘Prices & Info’ tab on
each production specific page of our website for the most up-
to-date information about availability, pricing, and discounts.

Prologue For £5 tickets see page 128

Schools £10 (see page 117)
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Festival Theatre
Tuesday 19 — Saturday 23 January

Daniel Schumann and Lee Dean in association with The Arts
Theatre Cambridge present

By Royal
Appointment

By Daisy Goodwin

The late Queen Elizabeth Il was famous for her discretion.
She never said anything in public that could ruffle the lightest
of feathers. But she had one way of expressing what she
really thought — through her wardrobe.

‘By Royal Appointment’ is a funny, poignant and celebratory
new play about the kind of power that only a Queen can wield
— she charms the world through coats and admonishes her
family through a carefully chosen hat.

But the Queen herself is uninterested in fashion; her look is
managed by her Designer, her Milliner and most powerful of
all, her Dresser: a working-class girl who goes from advising
the Queen on the colour of her lipsticks to the real power
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behind the throne. But The Dresser, like all royal favourites, is
living on borrowed time.

‘By Royal Appointment’ is a behind-the-scenes peek into the
world of our most popular monarch and the image she
presented to the world. Starring much-loved Jane Asher as
The Queen, stage and screen star Samantha Womack as The
Dresser, ‘Downton Abbey’ star David Robb as The Designer
with Matthew Cottle as The Milliner, this smash hit play is
written by Daisy Goodwin who created the hit ITV series
‘Victoria'.

“Poignant, thoughtful and elegantly clever” Bath Magazine

“Goodwin’s dialogue crackles with wit — a natural storyteller”
The Times

Season Saver see page 129

Performance Times

Evenings: Tue — Sat 7.30pm
Matinees: Wed, Thu & Sat 2.30pm
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Tickets

From £10

Concessions available. Click on the ‘Prices & Info’ tab on
each production specific page of our website for the most up-
to-date information about availability, pricing, and discounts.

Prologue For £5 tickets see page 128

Schools £10 (see page 117)
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Minerva Theatre
Tuesday 19 — Saturday 23 January

Tilted Wig present

Spitfire Girls

By Katherine Senior
“It's built for us, isn’t it? The Spitfire. Built for women.”
New Year’s Eve, 1959.

Decades after answering the call, two women separated by
the war meet again as the rain hammers down on the
windows of The Spitfire pub.

As we hear their story, we're transported back to a time when
female pioneers defied expectations and soared through the
skies.

‘Spitfire Girls’ is inspired by the extraordinary true stories of
the women who dared to fly during WWII and the incredible
bond that tied them together.

Funny and heart-warming, this is an untold story of strength,
courage and loss. But above all else, hope.

Ages 10+
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“An almost flawless production” Northern Arts Review

* %k kX

“Soaring with emotional depth” Theatre & Tonic

* %k kX

“A beautiful, well-crafted story of bravery, memory and female
camaraderie” StageSide UK

Season Saver see page 129

Performance Times

Evenings: Tue — Sat 7.15pm
Matinees: Wed, Thu & Sat 2.15pm
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Tickets

From £10

Concessions available. Click on the ‘Prices & Info’ tab on
each production specific page of our website for the most up-
to-date information about availability, pricing, and discounts.

Prologue For £5 tickets see page 128

Schools £10 (see page 117)

‘Spitfire Girls’ was developed with the support of the National
Theatre’s Generate programme.
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Festival Theatre
Tuesday 2 — Saturday 6 February

Giovanna Fletcher in

Before | Go To Sleep

Based on the best-selling novel by S.J. Watson
Adapted for the stage by Rachel Wagstaff
Directed by Loveday Ingram

“Memories lie. People do too.”

Acclaimed actor, author and podcaster Giovanna Fletcher
stars in the world stage premiere of ‘Before | Go To Sleep’.
Based on the international bestselling novel that became a hit
film starring Nicole Kidman and Colin Firth, this thrilling new
adaptation comes to Chichester as part of a major UK tour.

Christine appears to have an idyllic life — with one terrible
exception. Every night, when she goes to sleep, she loses her
memory. Every morning she wakes up remembering nothing
from the last 20 years of her life — not even the loving
husband lying next to her. As she desperately tries to piece
her life back together, hidden and terrifying truths begin to
merge, forcing her to question everything and everyone
around her.
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From the team behind the hugely successful stage adaptation
of ‘The Girl on the Train’, this tense, fast-paced psychological
thriller explores the fragile vulnerability of memory, identity
and trust — with twists and turns that will keep you gripped
until its shocking climax.

Season Saver see page 129

Performance Times

Evenings: Tue — Sat 7.30pm
Matinees: Wed, Thu & Sat 2.30pm

Tickets
From £10

Concessions available. Click on the ‘Prices & Info’ tab on
each production specific page of our website for the most up-
to-date information about availability, pricing, and discounts.

Prologue For £5 tickets see page 128

Schools £10 (see page 117)
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Minerva Theatre
Tuesday 2 — Saturday 6 February

A Dash Arts production

The Reckoning

By Anastasiia Kosodii and Josephine Burton

A journalist meets a man in a ruined village outside Kyiv.
“Why don’t you start with when the war began for you?”

The Man from Stoyanka is a security guard, just an ordinary
man. But when everyone else flees, he stays. As his home
turns into a no man’s land, he chooses to take extraordinary
action.

And she’s there to record it — for the history books, the courts,
for humanity.

Playful and unsettling, Offie-nominated ‘The Reckoning’
blends storytelling, movement, music and cooking to bring
one man’ s truth into sharp, startling relief.

Based on real events within The Reckoning Project’s verified
archive of witness testimonies of the Russian war in Ukraine,
each performance is followed by Food for Thought, a
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reflection from a journalist, lawyer or those with direct
experience of the conflict.

* %k K

“Powerful and important — a reminder of our collective
responsibility to bear witness” The Stage

* %k kX

“There isn’t a moment that you are not gripped” Theatre &
Tonic

* k kK

“A forensic charge sheet in dramatic form” Guardian

Season Saver see page 129

Performance Times

Evenings: Tue — Sat 7.15pm
Matinees: Wed, Thu & Sat 2.15pm
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Tickets

From £10

Concessions available. Click on the ‘Prices & Info’ tab on
each production specific page of our website for the most up-
to-date information about availability, pricing, and discounts.

Prologue For £5 tickets see page 128

Schools £10 (see page 117)
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Festival Theatre
Tuesday 9 — Saturday 13 February

A Marlowe Theatre production

Charles Dickens’

A Tale of Two Cities

Adapted for the stage by Terence Rattigan and John Gielgud

Directed by Michael Fentiman

“It was the best of times. It was the worst of times.”

In 1770s Paris, revolution is stirring. Sydney Carton is a
brilliant yet cynical barrister from England. Charles Darnay is
the rebel child of French aristocrats. When they both fall for
charming émigré Lucie Manette, a chain of events is set in
motion which will endanger everyone. As the Reign of Terror
rages on the streets of Paris, for some, love is a lifeline; for
others, a sentence to the guillotine.

Adapted by Terence Rattigan (“The Winslow Boy’, ‘The Deep
Blue Sea’) and John Gielgud, based on one of the bestselling
novels of all time, this epic story of love, sacrifice and

redemption asks: is there any price too great to pay for love?
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‘A Tale of Two Cities’ is a Marlowe Theatre production,
directed by Michael Fentiman (‘Amélie’, RCS’s Titus
Andronicus’, ‘The Lion’, ‘the Witch and the Wardrobe’, ‘Loot’).

Season Saver see page 129

Performance Times

Evenings: Tue, Thu, Fri & Sat 7.30pm
Matinees: Wed, Thu & Sat 2.30pm

Tickets

From £10

Concessions available. Click on the ‘Prices & Info’ tabon each
production specific page of our website for the most up-to-
date information about availability, pricing, and discounts.

Prologue For £5 tickets see page 128

Schools £10 (see page 117)

Supported using public funding by the National Lottery
through Arts Council England.
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Festival Theatre
Tuesday 16 — Saturday 20 February

Birmingham Rep presents

The Birmingham Rep, Nottingham Playhouse and Leeds
Playhouse co-production

A Thousand
Splendid Suns

By Ursula Rani Sarma

Based on the book by Khaled Hosseini

Birmingham Rep presents its powerful production of Khaled
Hosseini’s bestselling novel, ‘A Thousand Splendid Suns’,
which has sold over 38 million copies worldwide and is
Hosseini’s spiritual sequel to ‘The Kite Runner'.

In 1992 in an Afghanistan ravaged by war, an orphaned Laila
is left alone in an increasingly threatening world. Her older
neighbour Rasheed is quick to open his home and takes Laila
as his second wife.

Rasheed’s first wife Mariam has no choice but to accept her
younger, and now pregnant, rival. As the Taliban take over,
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life for all of them becomes a desperate struggle against

starvation, brutality and fear, and the two women find
themselves unlikely allies.

* %k kX

“A gorgeous story of survival” Voice Magazine

* * kK

“An essential piece of modern theatre” WhatsOnStage

Season Saver see page 129

Performance Times

Evenings: Tue — Sat 7.30pm
Matinees: Wed, Thu & Sat 2.30pm
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Tickets

From £10

Concessions available. Click on the ‘Prices & Info’ tab on
each production specific page of our website for the most up-
to-date information about availability, pricing, and discounts.

Prologue For £5 tickets see page 128

Schools £10 (see page 117)
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Festival Theatre
Tuesday 23 - Saturday 27 February

Nottingham Playhouse in association with KPPL Productions,
Mark Gordon Pictures, Ellene Davidson Productions presents

Punch

By James Graham

Based on the book ‘Right from Wrong’ by Jacob Dunne

Winner of the Olivier Award, Critics’ Circle Award and London
Standard Award for Best New Play.

Following sold-out runs at the Nottingham Playhouse and
Young Vic, and simultaneous openings on Broadway and in
the West End, ‘Punch’ comes to Chichester for one week only
as part of its UK tour.

From Olivier Award-winning writer James Graham (‘Dear
England’, ‘This House’, ‘BBC’s Sherwood’), Punch brings
Jacob Dunne’s extraordinary true story to the stage in a
gripping, high-energy and deeply moving production directed
by Adam Penford (‘Atonement’, ‘The Sound of Music’).

Jacob Dunne, a teenager from Nottingham, spends his
Saturday nights seeking thrills with his friends. One fateful
evening, an impulsive punch leads to fatal consequences.
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After serving prison time, Jacob finds himself lost and
directionless. Searching for answers, Joan and David — the
parents of his victim James — ask to meet, sparking a
profound transformation in Jacob’s life.

A powerful true story of hope, humanity, and the possibility of
change.

Ages 12+

* %k kX

“James Graham’s most moving work yet” Times

* % % Kk Kk

“Another state-of-the-nation masterpiece from James
Graham” Telegraph

Season Saver see page 129
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Performance Times

Evenings: Tue —Sat 7.30pm
Matinees: Wed, Thu & Sat 2.30pm

Tickets

From £10

Concessions available. Click on the ‘Prices & Info’ tab on
each production specific page of our website for the most up-
to-date information about availability, pricing, and discounts.

Prologue For £5 tickets see page 128

Schools £10 (see page 117)
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Minerva Theatre
Monday 11 — Saturday 16 January

James Seabright presents

Yippee Ki Yay

(the parody celebration of ‘Die Hard’)

Written and performed by Richard Marsh, an acclaimed and
joyfully funny retelling of classic film ‘Die Hard’. Essential
viewing for Hans Gruber superfans and newcomers alike, this
uplifting action romp (and unauthorised parody) pays
affectionate tribute to the iconic 80s festive fan favourite.

* %k K

“Epically entertaining show is a love letter to a masterpiece”
The Times

Season Saver see page 129
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Performance Times

Mon 11, Fri 15 & Sat 16 Jan 7.15pm
Thu 14 Jan 2.15pm

Tickets
From £10
Concessions available. Click on the ‘Prices & Info’ tab on

each production specific page of our website for the most up-
to-date information about availability, pricing, and discounts.
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Minerva Theatre
Tuesday 12 — Saturday 16 January

James Seabright presents

Top Gunchained

Written and performed by Richard Marsh
Directed by Hal Chambers

This feel-good comedy brings you the beloved characters,
romance and action of Tom Cruise’s aerial blockbuster,
alongside the heartfelt story of father and son superfans. Can
Maverick and best friend Goose beat Iceman to the Top Gun
trophy? Can instructor Charlie order drinks without anyone
singing at her? Can one Fringe First-winning nerd re-enact
the movie’s signature dogfights — alone? This very
unauthorised parody marks 40 years since ‘Top Gun’s cinema
release — essential viewing for veterans and rookies alike.
From creators of international smash ‘Yippee Ki Yay'.

Season Saver see page 129

70



Performance Times

Tue 12 & Thu 14 Jan 7.15pm
Sat 16 Jan 2.15pm

Tickets
From £10
Concessions available. Click on the ‘Prices & Info’ tab on

each production specific page of our website for the most up-
to-date information about availability, pricing, and discounts.
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Minerva Theatre
Saturday 30 & Sunday 31 January

Protein Presents

Luca Silvestrini’s

The Magic Flute

Adapted and directed by Luca Silvestrini

Step into Protein’s acclaimed dance-theatre adaptation of
Mozart’s opera, The Magic Flute. Join the fun-loving
Papageno and Prince Tamino as they journey through a
magical world to rescue Princess Pamina and uncover the
truth behind the mysterious Queen of the Night.

Brought to life through Protein’s playful mix of dance,
storytelling, singing and striking visuals, this enchanting family
show is filled with humour, adventure and heart.

Co-commissioned by DanceEast and The Place.

Ages 7+

This production features integrated Creative Captioning at
every performance.
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“A joyful piece of theatre, perfect for the whole family” Theatre
& Tonic

* k kK

“It's aimed at children, but its charms are far from age
restricted” The Stage

Performance Times

Sat 2.15pm & 7.15pm
Sun 2.15pm

Tickets

£26 Half price for up to four Under 16s with every full price
paying adult.

Click on the ‘Prices & Info’ tab on each production specific
page of our website for the most up-to-date information about
availability, pricing, and discounts.

Supported using public funding by the National Lottery
through Arts Council England, Royal Borough of Greenwich
and Woolwich Works.

Co-commissioned by DanceEast and The Place, with creation
support by Pavillion Dance South West and Dance City.
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Minerva Theatre
Tuesday 16 — Sunday 21 February

Nicoll Entertainment present a Rose Theatre, Curve,
Mayflower Southampton, and Unicorn Theatre production

The Lion Inside

Based on the book by Rachel Bright & Jim Field
Adapted & Directed by Sarah Punshon
Music & Lyrics by Eamonn O’Dwyer

A heart-warming tale about confidence, self-esteem, and a
shy little mouse who sets out on a journey to find his roar.

In a dry dusty place where the sand sparkled gold, stood a
mighty flat rock, all craggy and old. And under that rock in a
tinyful house, lived the littlest, quietest, meekest brown
mouse.

Fed up of being ignored and forgotten by the other animals,
Mouse wishes he could roar like Lion. But, as he discovers,
even the biggest, bossiest people are scared sometimes ...
and even the smallest creatures can have the heart of a lion!

Ages 3+
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“Magical from start to finish” Fairy Powered Productions

* %k kX

“This show is the King Cat’s whiskers” WhatsOnStage

Performance Times

Tue 4.30pm
Wed, Fri, Sat & Sun 10.30am & 1.30pm
Thu 10.30am, 1.30pm & 4.30pm

Tickets
From £10
Concessions available. Click on the ‘Prices & Info’ tab on

each production specific page of our website for the most up-
to-date information about availability, pricing, and discounts.
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Minerva Theatre
Wednesday 24 — Sunday 28 February

A Polka Theatre production

Who Let the Gods
Out

Book and Lyrics by Maz Evans
Music by Luke Bateman
Directed by Ria Parry

Elliot needs to save the world — and save his mum. Enter
some epic Greek Gods with a few tricks up their togas...

Elliot Hooper's life is highly suboptimal. His mum isn’t very
well, his posh neighbour is trying to steal his home and he has
ever so slightly unleashed an evil death daemon into the
world... Luckily (according to her), the constellation Virgo has
crash-landed in his dungheap and with the help of a
legendary family of ancient Greek Gods, Elliot is on a quest to
save THE world. But can he save HIS world too...?

With book and lyrics by bestselling author Maz Evans and
music by Luke Bateman, this first adventure in the brilliant
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‘Who Let the Gods Out?’ series is brought to life in a hilarious
brand-new stage musical.

Ages 7+

* %k kX

“A must-see show” London Pub Theatres

* % % Kk Kk

“A real triumph” The Daily Mumtra

* k kK

“Kids will be laughing from start to finish” Stage to Page

Performance Times

Wed 4.30pm
Thu-Sun 10.30am & 1.30pm
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Tickets

From £10

Concessions available. Click on the ‘Prices & Info’ tab on
each production specific page of our website for the most up-
to-date information about availability, pricing, and discounts.

Schools £10 (see page 117)
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Festival Theatre
Wednesday 28 October, 7.30pm

Judi Dench

Is it too late to make a run for it?

In this intimate, joyful, and utterly disarming evening, Dame
Judi Dench joins her friend and writing partner Brendan
O’Hea in conversation about her extraordinary new memoir —
over ninety years in the making, and unlike anything she has
shared before. At turns deeply touching and riotously funny,
this evening will show Judi at her inimitable best: telling the
stories of a lifetime spent as one of the world’s best-loved
performers.

Tickets from £10
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Festival Theatre
Thursday 29 October, 2.30pm & 7.30pm

Liza Pulman & Joe
Stilgoe
Hooray for Hollywood

Following Liza Pulman and Joe Stilgoe’s ‘A Couple of Swells’
and Liza's sell out ‘Streisand’ run, the dynamic duo return with
their hit new show. “The Wizard of Oz’, ‘Singin’ in the Rain’,
‘West Side Story’ and dozens more — these songs of the
cinema never quite leave you. Pulman and Stilgoe weave a
century of movie-musical songs to life, once again in their own
unique fashion, giving us an evening of laughter, romance
and pure joy.

Tickets from £10
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Festival Theatre
Friday 30 October, 8pm

Stitches Comedy Club present

Sara Pascoe, Zoe
Lyons and Stephen
K Amos

Fresh from being voted best comedy clubs for two years
running, Stitches brings three amazing household-name
comedians to CFT for a one-off night of hilarity. Award-
winning comedian and compoere James Alderson introduces
a whole host of well known acts off the telly that you'll all know
and love and you really don’t want to miss. If you love
laughing and love comedy, then this evening is made just for
you.

Ages 16+

Tickets from £10
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Festival Theatre
Saturday 31 October, 7.30pm

The Archers
Live at 75

To mark this extraordinary milestone year, “The Archers’ is
stepping out of the studio and on to the stage. Hosted by
comedian and superfan Angela Barnes and set at the beloved
Ambridge Flower & Produce Show, the Flower Cast brings
together Timothy Bentinck (David Archer), Charlotte Martin
(Susan Carter), Ben Norris (Ben Archer) and Annabelle
Dowler (Kirsty Miller).

* %k kX

“A brilliant evening for any Archers devotee” Radio Times

Tickets from £15
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Minerva Theatre
Thursday 5 — Friday 6 November, 7.15pm
Saturday 7 November 2.15pm & 7.15pm

Lost Dog present

Juliet & Romeo

‘Juliet & Romeo’ reveals the real story of ‘Romeo and Juliet’. It
turns out they didn’t die in a tragic misunderstanding; they
grew up and lived happily ever after. Well, they lived at least.
With Lost Dog'’s blend of dance, theatre and comedy, this
duet, directed by Olivier Award-nominated Ben Duke, takes
on our cultural obsession with youth and our inevitable issues
with longevity.

Ages 13+

Tickets from £10
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Minerva Theatre
Monday 23 November, 7.15pm

Mitch Benn

The Lehrer Effect

When a teenage Mitch discovered American comic

songwriting legend Tom Lehrer, the course of his life was
changed forever. Mitch looks at the elusive Lehrer’s legacy,
the creative debt that he — and all who mix humour and
melody — owe to him, and performs some of his own more
Lehreresque songs. Expect a few Mitch Benn-ified covers of
Tom’s most famous creations as well. Following Lehrer’'s
death at age 97 in July 2025, immediately before this show’s
premiere in Edinburgh, the show has become a heart-felt
eulogy, rather than living tribute to the artist.

Tickets from £10
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Minerva Theatre
Tuesday 24 November, 8.00pm

Mark Thomas
40 in Stand-Up Years

Mark Thomas celebrates 40 years at the mic. In that time he
has changed laws on tax, jailed arms dealers, kickstarted a
comedy circuit in Palestine, given evidence before three
Parliamentary select committees and taken the police to court
three times and won. The world’s moving too fast to predict
what the content will be. So basically expect a taster menu of
mayhem, jokes and rants as he tries to turn “what the f*ck is
going on” into a cogent hour of stand-up.

Ages 16+

Tickets from £10
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Minerva Theatre
Wednesday 25 & Thursday 26 November, 2.15pm & 7.15pm

Burt Bacharach

His life story in music and theatre

Composer, songwriter, record producer and pianist with over
700 songs to his credit and recorded by more than 1,000
different artists, Burt Bacharach is widely regarded as one of
the most important and influential figures of 20th-century
popular music. His life is revealed as his four wives gather at
the Brill Building at the behest of Hal David to share memories
of Burt. Written and directed by Mike Carey, featuring an 11-
piece ensemble.

Tickets from £10

36



Minerva Theatre
Friday 27 November, 7.15pm

Zoe Rahman
Hull Suite Live

Zoe Rahman and her world-class jazz trio present their
thrilling new album Hull Suite Live. Based on themes of
voyage, migration and the sea, the music is deeply connected
to Zoe’s own family history. Expect earthy blues influences,
soulful melodies and cinematic musical textures from this
electrifying jazz trio.

“Her playing is exceptionally lyrical and moving” UK Jazz
News

“Big, bold, highly cinematic” Camden New Journal

Tickets from £10
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Minerva Theatre
Saturday 9 January, 7.15pm

| Musicanti

Founded and directed by the internationally acclaimed double
bassist Leon Bosch, | Musicanti is a mixed-instrument
chamber ensemble bringing together many of Britain’s leading
musicians, internationally-renowned soloists and principal
orchestral players. Soloist Jack Liebeck joins the | Musicanti
quintet to perform a selection of pieces by Mozart, Farrenc
and Beethoven.

Tickets £36
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Festival Theatre
Thursday 14 January, 7.30pm

Fascinating Aida

The world’s greatest cabaret troupe is back with a brand-new
show! Devilishly funny and gloriously glamorous Dillie, Liza
and Adele, with Michael Roulston on piano, are back following
their hugely successful 40th Anniversary tour. With brand new
songs generated by human neural networks and using their
combined deep-learning age of 278 years, they have data-
mined their back catalogue to bring audiences their greatest,
most sensationally analogue show ever!

As the saying goes... when the world is going to sh*t, be sure
to book tickets to see Fascinating Aida!

Ages 16+

Tickets from £10
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Festival Theatre
Friday 15 January, 2.30pm & 7.30pm

Tarantara!
A Gala Celebration of Gilbert &

Sullivan

Trailblazers of their time, Gilbert and Sullivan’s repertoire
remains unparalleled. Featuring favourites from ‘The Mikado’,
‘The Pirates of Penzance’ and ‘HMS Pinafore’ plus some
sparkling gems that may be less familiar, these gala concert
performances will delight both aficionados and newcomers
alike. With Tarantara’s brilliant 34-piece orchestra and 8
renowned soloists, this will be a glorious celebration of all
that’s best in G&S’s extraordinary operas.

Tickets from £10

90



Festival Theatre
Saturday 16 January, 2.30pm

Sir Derek Jacobi

In Conversation with Richard Clifford

“Icon of Stage and Screen” Sir Derek Jacobi has BAFTA,
Olivier, Emmy, Screen Guild and Tony Awards and to top it all
off was given a Knighthood for his services to theatre by
Queen Elizabeth Il. Not bad for a boy who grew up in Essex,
the son of a corner shop owner and a secretary. With actor
and director Richard Clifford in the driving seat for the evening
there will be an incredible insight, with the joy of Shakespeare
and so much more, as he is also Derek’s partner.

Tickets from £10
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Festival Theatre
Thursday 28 January, 7.30pm

Friday Night is
Music Night

With the BBC Concert Orchestra

There’s music for everyone in BBC Radio 3’s ‘Friday Night is
Music Night’, from Chichester Festival Theatre! Join the BBC
Concert Orchestra and conductor Tess Jackson for the BBC's
popular, long-running radio show. Enjoy an evening of music
including Percy Grainger’'s ‘Shepherd’s Hey’, Ravel’s ‘Pavane
pour une infante défunte’, Ruth Gipps’ ‘Knight in Armour’ and
Haydn'’s evergreen ‘Trumpet Concerto’ with star trumpeter
Kate Moore.

Tickets from £10
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Festival Theatre
Friday 29 January, 7.30pm

The BBC Big Band

and Claire Martin
The Art of Swing

The BBC Big Band are joined by multi-award winning vocalist
Claire Martin and renowned conductor Barry Forgie for a
celebration of “The Art of Swing’. Featuring a sparkling
collection of music from 20th century’s quintessential Swing
orchestras and vocalists including Ella Fitzgerald, Billie
Holiday and Peggy Lee, plus classics from Duke Ellington,
Count Basie, and Benny Goodman... and a few surprises
along the way.

Tickets from £10

93



Minerva Theatre
Friday 12 March, 8.00pm

Nerina Pallot

Fire Escape Symphonies

Following her acclaimed Royal Albert Hall performance
celebrating 25 years of music, Brit and lvor Novello-
nominated singer-songwriter Nerina Pallot returns to the
grassroots venues that have always been at the heart of her
career. Performing completely solo, armed only with her
songs, stories, piano and guitar, the tour offers audiences a
rare opportunity to experience her music in its most direct and
personal form.

Tickets from £10
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Meet The Nest

Our newest space and your go-to for something a bit different.
With stand-up comedy, live music and the best in small-scale
fringe theatre, there’s loads to see.

New events are added to the line-up on the last Thursday of
each month, and all tickets are under £20 (or £5 for Prologue
members) with unreserved bench seating.

See what’s next at cft.org.uk/TheNest
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Minerva Theatre
Thursday January, 7.15pm & Friday 8 January, 1pm & 7.15pm

Intermezzo

‘Intermezzo’ is the eclectic new repertoire of works presented
by Chichester College dance students, encompassing a
diverse range of dance styles from jazz to contemporary and
commercial. The dancers, studying on vocational training
programmes, will present work they have developed with
professional choreographers, dance lecturers and their own
choreography.

Tickets £10 (Concessions £8)
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Festival Theatre
Tuesday 12 January, 10.45am & 1.30pm

Children’s Concert

Southern Pro Musica’s ever-popular introduction to live music
returns! Played by a full professional orchestra, this hour-long
concert features classics, audience participation and is
compered by musical magician Neil Henry and conducted by
Jonathan Willcocks.

Ages 5-11
Tickets £5

Financial assistance available for state schools for coach hire
from admin@childrensconcerts.org.uk
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Festival Theatre
Wednesday 13 January, 7.00pm

United Voices

Hundreds of primary school children from across the
Chichester area come together to sing songs linked by the
theme of connection and community, celebrating and
showcasing the love of singing in harmony. Conducted by
Emily Barden, schools will sing individual and joint pieces in a
joyful and uplifting evening of bright young voices.

Tickets £10, Under 14s free
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Minerva Theatre
Wednesday 27 January, 2.15pm & 7.15pm

SHOAH

Presented by Chichester Marks Holocaust Memorial Day

Preserving the memory of children of the Holocaust. In three
parts: a piece by local children, ‘Butterflies’, a play inspired by
artwork of Holocaust victims, written by playwright Tim Pitman
and Robert Mauro’s ‘Children of the Holocaust'. Performed by
local students, actors and musicians.

Tickets from £26 (schools concessions available)
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Minerva Theatre
Wednesday 3 March, 7.15pm

Tango Criminoso

Argentinian tango can be enigmatic and versatile. This
compelling show fuses drama and humour with modern and
traditional tango music and dance. A detective leading a
murder investigation unravels a complex web of jealousy, love
and intrigue. But there is a twist to this mystery. The Killer is
not who you might suspect. Presented by TWF School of
Dance.

Tickets from £10
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Minerva Theatre
Friday 5 & Saturday 6 March, 7.00pm

Ovation Rock Show

Join us for the ‘Ovation Rock Show’: two evenings of live
music by talented young people (ages 8-18) from local
schools, Chichester Music Academy and Ovation Music.
Ovation Music is a Chichester-based charity providing music
and performance opportunities to children and young people,
encouraging creativity, teamwork and a positive outlook.
ovationmusic.org.uk

Tickets £20
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The Nest
Tuesday 9 March, 7.30pm

Minerva Theatre
Wednesday 10 & Thursday 11 March, 7.30pm

FestivALL

Join our annual two-day celebration of the talents and
creativity of learning-disabled and neurodivergent performers
in our community. Bringing together numerous local
companies, including our own Friday Company, FestivALL
offers two evenings of captivating live performances as well
as an open mic opportunity.

More details to be announced cft.org.uk/festivALL

Tickets £10
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For Families

Early Years Sessions

Tuesday — Thursday, term time only
Ages 0-4

Steven Pimlott Building

£60 per term*

Our weekly classes for pre-school age children (and their
often-overtired grown-ups) offer a chance to stretch their
imagination, experience the joy of making music, and tap
those toes.

Once Upon A... Role Play Time! — Tuesday, 10.30am
Boogie with Baby— Wednesday, 9.40am

Melody Circle — Wednesday, 1.15pm

Little Notes — Thursday, from 9.30am

*Subsidised bursary places are available for all of our classes,
as well as for Chichester Festival Youth Theatre. To find out
more, get in touch with us at leap@cft.org.uk for a confidential

chat.
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That Pesky Rat

Thursday 10 & Friday 11 September, 11am & 1.30pm
The Nest
£5

Following a tour of local schools, our production of ‘That
Pesky Rat’ returns to The Nest. Based on Lauren Child’s
award-winning picture book, it's a gentle and warm-hearted
piece about belonging, featuring music and puppetry and a
whole heap of laughter.

After Party

Friday 25 September, 11am & 2.30pm
Ages 0-2

The Nest

£20 adult and child

Inspired by the very young and their gift for turning the world
upside down, HurlyBurly’s ‘After Party’ is a 90-minute
immersive ritual of music and storytelling for this first, wild
chapter of life.
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Baby Broadway

Friday 23 October, 10am & 11.15am
Minerva Bar
£8

Join us for a joyful celebration of song and dance, performed
by talented West End singers. You'll enjoy a magical time with
bubbles, bells, flying babies, and puppets too. Fancy dress is
highly encouraged.

Creation Station

Monday 26 October, 10am & 11am
Festival Theatre Foyer

Ages 2-11

£8 children, adults free

Creation Station’s fun sessions help children explore,
discover, develop and unleash the unique wonder within.
Book direct with Creation Station at thecreationstation.co.uk
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Not Now, Bernard

Tuesday 27 October, 11.30am & 2pm
The Nest

Ages 3+

£8

Join us for a joyful celebration of song and dance, performed
by talented West End singers. You'll enjoy a magical time with
bubbles, bells, flying babies, and puppets too. Fancy dress is
highly encouraged.

The Brick People

Friday 30 October, from 10am
Festival Theatre Foyer
£8

This firm family favourite returns! Build mosaics and towers,
take part in speed challenges and get your name on the
leaderboard. Plus loads of LEGO® and amazing creations.
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Bring Your Own Baby Comedy

Friday 19 March, 12noon

Minerva Bar

Ages 18+ (babies under 15 months only)
£14, babies go free

The multi-award winning ‘Bring Your Own Baby Comedy’
returns for an hour of grown-up comedy, babies welcome!
With buggy parking and baby changing, plus a fully stocked
bar (whether you need a cuppa or something stronger...), you
can relax and have a good laugh at top comedians, without
needing childcare.

Play Cafes

Selected dates — see Diary (pages 134-167) and website for
details

Minerva Bar

For all the family

Free

Popping up for extra fun around family shows in the Minerva,
children can play, snuggle up and read a book, enjoy
colouring in and dressing up while grown-ups can relax with a
well-earned coffee and sweet treats (snacks and drinks for
children too).
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Beyond the Stage

If you're an infrequent visitor to CFT, you’d be forgiven for
thinking we’re jut a place for plays (with the occasional
musical thrown in). But this season let us convince you to try
something from our range of talks, activities and workshops,
which are sure to spark conversation and inspire creativity.

Directors Talks

Free but booking essential

Meet the directors as they share their side of the creative

story in our pre-show talks.

Wednesday 23 September — A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Wednesday 30 September — Antigone Exits
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Post-Show Talks

Free, just stay in your seat after the show.

Special guest hosts will chat with members of the company
about all the action from behind the scenes.

Friday 9 October — Antigone Exits

Friday 16 October — A Midsummer Night's Dream
Wednesday 18 November — The Silence and the Noise
Tuesday 22 December — Peter Pan

Thursday 21January — Spitfire Girls

Friday 12 February — A Tale of Two Cities

Friday 26 February — Punch

Festival 2026 Directors and Post-Show Talks are sponsored
by Irwin Mitchell.
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Backstage Tours and Family

Backstage Tours

Various dates, see Diary (pages 132-167)
£14 / £5 for U16s & Prologue members

Our 75-minute tours are perfect for curious minds, theatre
lovers and anyone who has dreamed of treading the CFT
boards. Explore the parts of the Festival Theatre that usually
go unseen. To book a private or group tour email
tours@cft.org.uk

A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Experience Weekend

Saturday 10 & Sunday 11 October
Steven Pimlott Building

Ages 18+

£120

Immerse yourself in the Dream-world in this hands-on, two-
day experience featuring an exclusive tour, discussions and a
masterclass with our creative team. Includes a matinee ticket.
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Supreme Scrunchie Craft

Session

Friday 13 November, 3.30pm & 6.45pm
Oaklands Park
£18pp

Join Clothkits Chichester to make your own Heather-approved
scrunchie and rock that 1980s style before the show starts.

Creative Careers Day

Tuesday 26 January, 9am-3pm
Festival Theatre
Free, but booking is essential

We’'re inviting the next generation to another unmissable day
of discovery in the creative industries. Dive into inspiring
sessions with creative organisations large and small, and find
out about careers you didn’t know existed.
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Afghan Art & Textiles

Monday 15 — Saturday 20 February
Festival Theatre Foyer
Free

Alongside ‘A Thousand Splendid Suns’, artist Yalda Taheri
will be sharing some of her original artwork and clothing,
amplifying the experiences of Afghan women.

International Women’s Day

Monday 8 March
Festival Theatre Foyer
Prices vary

WEe'll be delving into our archives for an installation
celebrating 10 influential women throughout CFT’s history,
sharing how they have helped shape the world of theatre.
Look out for more happening this International Women’s Day
including our Makers Workshop at cft.org.uk/IWD
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Black History Month

In Conversation with
Catherine Joy White

Saturday 3 October, 5.30pm
The Nest
From £5

Join award-winning author Catherine Joy White in discussion
about her book ‘This Thread of Gold’, a lyrical celebration of
the history of Black women who challenged stereotypes
through film, politics, activism and beyond.

Throughout October, you’re also invited to explore our free
interactive installation inspired by ‘This Thread of Gold’ in our

foyer space.
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In Conversation with Munya
Chawawa & Justin Audibert

Wednesday 14 October, 1pm
Minerva Theatre
From £5

Fresh from his Chichester debut in ‘A Midsummer Night’s
Dream’, actor and comedian Munya Chawawa joins Atrtistic
Director Justin Audibert to talk about his career to date and
establishing his Black Boys Theatre Club, introducing young
boys to the performing arts.
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Inspiring creativity

It's a scientifically proven fact: engaging in the arts is good for
your physical and mental wellbeing. And our brilliant Learning,
Education and Participation (LEAP) department provide
opportunities for everyone to flex their creative muscles.
Whatever your age or ability, head to cft.org.uk/LEAP to find
your ideal artistic outlet.

Get Into It!

Mondays
£100 per term*

Try your hand at acting, singing or dancing in a supportive
and social space. No previous experience required.
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Wednesday, Thursday and

Friday Companies

Ages 25+
£100 per term*

Our classes for adults aged 25+ with learning disabilities are
guaranteed to spark joy. Develop your artistic, personal and

social skills in an environment tailored to you; members also
have an opportunity to take part in FestivALL (see page 102)

*Subsidised bursary places are available for all of our classes,
as well as for Chichester Festival Youth Theatre. To find out
more, get in touch with us at leap@cft.org.uk for a confidential
chat.
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Schools and
Education Groups

Looking to integrate arts into the curriculum? We have a host
of events and resources available for teachers, home
educators and students to help support learning and leave
you brimming with new ideas. Visit cft.org.uk/schools for more
events and workshops.

Schools Theatre Days

£15 per student including a ticket for the show.

Our insightful Theatre Days offer a chance to engage further
with the work you see on stage. Together we'll dive deeper
into the text and technical elements of the performance.

‘A Midsummer Night's Dream’ — Tuesday 29 September &
Thursday 1 October

‘Antigone Exits’ — Thursday 8 October
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Performing Poetry

Power and Conflict

Friday 2 October, 10am
Festival Theatre
£5 per pupil; Groups of 30+ £3 per pupil

Back by popular demand, our Performing Poetry evening
offers English Literature students the chance to hear GCSE
anthology poems spoken aloud and performed by
professional actors. Supported by a specialist subject advisor
and examiner, we’ll also cover some top exam tips.

Shakespeare Schools Fest

Monday 8 Mar, 7pm
Minerva Theatre
£15

Each year thousands of school students across the country
unite for the world’s largest youth Shakespeare festival — and
this year CFT is going to be part of it! Local primary school
pupils are invited to perform abridged versions of
Shakespeare plays, offering young people a chance to shine
on stage and bring the Bard’s work to life in a new, exciting
way. Email schools@cft.org.uk to find out how you can take

part.
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Food & Drink

Make the most of your visit and enjoy a tasty treat (or two!)
from our partners Caper & Berry.

Our Café on the Park serves barista coffee and cake, salads
and sandwiches throughout the day and pre-show. The warm
drinks and warmer welcome make it popular with dog walkers,
Parkrunners and anyone seeking a family-friendly space for
playful little ones.

For special occasions or days when you want to take your
time without worrying you’ll miss the start of the show, The
Brasserie serves a three-course menu featuring local,
seasonal ingredients, top notch service and an excellent wine
selection.

Head upstairs to the relaxed Minerva Bar for a carefully
crafted cocktail and lighter menu. It's the perfect place to take
in views of the park and our sparkling Christmas lights.

If you want to beat the interval rush, pre-order your drinks at
the Festival Theatre Bar (or via the app), and there’s often a
shorter queue at our Foyer Café too!

For our full menu visit cft.org.uk/eat
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Getting Here

Find detailed maps and info about your visit at
cft.org.uk/getting-here

Chichester Festival Theatre, Oaklands Park, Chichester,
PO19 6AP

Hop on board the Theatre Bus!

The ‘CFT Theatre Bus’ in partnership with Community
Transport Sussex and the Pagham and District Residents
Association, runs on selected dates throughout winter. Visit
cft.org.uk/theatre-bus for more info and to book your space.

Coming by public transport?

Chichester has rail links to London Victoria, Brighton,
Portsmouth and Southampton (change at nearby Havant for
London Waterloo). Local bus services are provided by
stagecoachbus.com

Bringing a coach group?
Drop-off outside the Festival Theatre and there’s a coach park
in Via Ravenna.

Cycling in?
Our bike park off Broyle Road has space for 26 bicycles.
Check the local cycle network at chichester.gov.uk/cycling
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Trouble parking?

Northgate pay and display car park on our doorstep can get
quite busy particularly on matinee days, so allow plenty of
time and check chichester.gov.uk/carparks for others nearby.

Blue Badge holder?

You can park anywhere in Northgate Car Park for free, and
there are nine non-reservable spaces close to the Theatre
entrance. You can drop off in front of the Festival Theatre
before finding a space, just enter the site via our access road
off Broyle Road.

Car Park closure

On Sunday 18 October the car park will close in preparation
for the annual Sloe Fair and will remain closed until midday on
Wednesday 21 October.

121



Making theatre
accessible for
everyone

W w

We're committed to making every visit accessible and

welcoming for all. We have a wide range of services and
tailored performances available to remove barriers that might
stop you from enjoying the theatre you love.

You can find all our access performances plus useful
information such as seating plans and seat widths, visual
stories and a list of services grouped by need at
cft.org.uk/access. You can also call 01243 781312 to speak to

one of our friendly team members.
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Relaxed Performances

Sponsored by Wates Developments

If you would benefit from a more laid-back environment —
particularly if you are an autistic or neurodivergent person or
have a learning disability — our Relaxed Performances are for
you. cft.org.uk/relaxed-performances

‘Hey! Christmas Tree’ — Wednesday 9 December, 10.30am
‘Peter Pan’ — Wednesday 30 December, 2pm

CFT Buddies

Our free companion service is here to make you feel
comfortable and supported on your visit — whether that’s for a
show, talk, tour or workshop. We also now have transport
support available too. To find out more visit cft.org/uk/Buddies
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Join our free Access List
Membership

Anyone with specific requirements can sign up to our Access
List for free and we’ll provide assistance tailored to your
needs. You may also benefit from our Access discount. To
find out more visit cft.org/uk/access-list

Need an audio version of this brochure?
Email access@cft.org.uk

Call 01243 781312
Visit cft.org.uk/access
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Booking information
and top tips

All the need-to-know information when making your season
booking for this Winter.

Visit our website

Simply Click on the ‘Prices & Info’ tab on each production
specific page of our website for the most up-to-date
information about availability, pricing, and discounts. Don’t
hesitate to contact our friendly Box Office team on 01243
781312 or box.office@cft.org.uk if you have trouble accessing

our website.

Book early!

Our cheapest seats go quickly, certain performances are very
popular and ticket prices are subject to change — so make
sure you get in early to secure the seats you want. On-sale
prices are guaranteed until Wednesday 16 September and
are then subject to change.
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Become a Supporter

With a range of levels to choose from, you can support the
theatre you love and enjoy benefits like priority booking and
exclusive discounts. cft.org.uk/support-us

Booking Dates

Directors Circle, Artists Circle, Season Circle and Ovation
Supporters
Wednesday 2 September from 9am

Encore Supporters
Thursday 3 September from 9am

Applause Supporters
Friday 4 September from 9am

Champions and Friends
Saturday 5 September from 9am online
Tuesday 8 September from 10am by phone and in person

Groups and Schools
Thursday 10 September from 9am
groups@cft.org.uk and schools@cft.org.uk 01243 812909

General booking opens
Saturday 12 September from 9am online
Tuesday 15 September by phone and in person
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Discounts and
concessions

See the ‘Prices & info’ tab on each show page of our website
for the available discounts and concessions.

Choose the right ticket type

When booking online make sure you select the right ticket
type. Season Saver offers, Supporters discounts and Group
offers are applied automatically to qualifying Full Price tickets
(top three prices in the Festival Theatre and top two prices in
the Minerva — see T&Cs* page 131 for exclusions) and can’t
be used alongside a concession (Over 60s or Under 16s).
Only one discount applies to any ticket. Discounts are outlined
before you check out so make sure to double check them!

Bring the family

Up to four Under 16s get half price tickets with every Full
Price paying adult (see T&Cs*, page 131, for exclusions).
Make sure you select Under 16’s as the ticket type for
children and the discount will be automatically applied in the
basket on qualifying orders.
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Group offers

Organising a trip for all your friends? Don’t forget about our
group discounts:

Groups 8+ get 10% off (Mon-Fri on selected shows)

School and Education Groups of 10+ £10 tickets plus one
free teacher ticket for every 9 students (Mon-Fri on selected
shows). Email schools@cft.org.uk or call 01243 812909

Access discount

You can claim a 50% discount for you and an essential
companion if you require one. Sign up for free at
cft.org.uk/access

Prologue

Aged 16-307 Become a Prologue member for free to access
£5 seats for most of the shows in the season.
cft.org.uk/prologue
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Season Saver

Book for 3+ shows and get 10% off

Season saver discounts apply when you book the same
number of Full Price tickets (up to four per production)
for three or more shows.

Season Saver discount available on selected productions only
— look for ‘Season Saver’ throughout this brochure. T&Cs*
apply — see page 131.
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Box Office

01243 781312 box.office@cft.org.uk

Monday — Saturday 10am-6pm

In person Monday — Saturday 10am-8pm (6pm when no
Festival Theatre evening performance)

Only open on Sundays two hours before the start time of a
performance.

Payment Card MasterCard and Visa

E-Tickets

Your tickets will be sent to you via email. If there’s a mobile
number on your account, we’ll text your tickets to you on the
day of the performance.

Ticket Exchanges

Tickets are non-refundable but you can change to another
date for the same production if you contact the Box Office at
least 48 hours before the original performance, subject to
availability. There is a £2 exchange fee per ticket (unless
included in your Supporter benefits**, see T&Cs*, page 131).
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T&Cs™

All discounts apply to the top three prices in the Festival
Theatre, and top two prices in the Minerva Theatre, excluding
Previews, Press Nights and Relaxed Performances. Only one
reduction applies per ticket, all discounts are subject to
availability and at the discretion of the Box Office.

Season Saver and Family Tickets must be booked and paid
for in a single transaction. ID may be required for certain
discounts and events.

Latecomers and re-admittance to the auditorium may not be
allowed or may only be permitted during a convenient break in
the performance.

Children under 14 must be accompanied by, and seated with,
an adult. Children under four, including babes in arms, will not
be admitted unless the event is advertised as a Family
Friendly show.

Tickets are non-refundable. We reserve the right to change
pricing and discounts and make changes to the programme if
necessary. For full terms and conditions go to cft.org.uk/terms

**Friends receive two free exchanges per year, further
exchanges £1 per ticket.
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Diary Winter 2026-27

Diary

Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Sep Fri

18

A Midsummer Night's
Dream, P 7.30pm

Sat

19

A Midsummer Night's
Dream, P 7.30pm

Sun

20

Mon

21

Tue

22

A Midsummer Night's
Dream, P 7.30pm

Wed

23

A Midsummer Night's
Dream, P 7.30pm

Directors Talk: AMND,
5.45pm, FT
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Diary

Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Thu 24

A Midsummer Night's
Dream, 2.30pm

A Midsummer Night's
Dream, 7.30pm

Fri 25

A Midsummer Night's
Dream, PN 7.00pm

After Party, 11am &
2.30pm, TN

Sat 26

A Midsummer Night's
Dream, 2.30pm

A Midsummer Night's
Dream, 7.30pm

Antigone Exits, P 7.15pm

Backstage Tour,
10.30am, FT

Sun 27

Mon 28

Antigone Exits, P 7.15pm
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Diary Festival Theatre Minerva Theatre Events
Tue 29 |A Midsummer Night's Schools Theatre Day:
Dream, 2.30pm AMND, 10.30am, FT
A Midsummer Night's Antigone Exits, P 7.15pm
Dream, 7.30pm
Wed 30 | A Midsummer Night’s Directors Talk:
Dream, 2.30pm Antigone Exits,
_ _ 5.30pm, MT
Antigone Exits, P 7.15pm
Oct Thu 1 |A Midsummer Night's Schools Theatre Day:
Dream, 10.30am AMND, 1pm, FT
A Midsummer Night's Antigone Exits, PN
Dream, 6.00pm 7.00pm
Fri 2 |A Midsummer Night's Antigone Exits, 7.15pm Performing Poetry,

Dream, 7.30pm

10am, FT
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Diary

Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Sat A Midsummer Night's Antigone Exits, 2.15pm Backstage Tour,
Dream, 2.30pm 10.30am, FT
A Midsummer Night's Antigone Exits, 7.15pm In Conversation:
Dream, 7.30pm Catherine Joy White,
5.30pm, TN
Sun
Mon
Tue A Midsummer Night's Antigone Exits, 2.15pm
Dream, 2.30pm
A Midsummer Night's Antigone Exits, 7.15pm
Dream, SN 7.30pm
Wed A Midsummer Night's

Dream, 2.30pm

Antigone Exits, 7.15pm
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Diary

Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Thu 8 Antigone Exits, 2.15pm Schools Theatre Day:
Antigone Exits,
A Midsummer Night's Antigone Exits, CAP 10.30am, MT
Dream, 6.00pm 7.15pm
Friu. 9 |A Midsummer Night's Antigone Exits, 7.15pm Post-Show Talk:
Dream, CAP 7.30pm Antigone Exits, MT
Sat 10 | A Midsummer Night's Antigone Exits, 2.15pm AMND Experience
Dream, 2.30pm Weekend, 10am, PB
A Midsummer Night's Antigone Exits, 7.15pm Backstage Tour,
Dream, 7.30pm 10.30am, FT
Sun 11 AMND Experience
Weekend, 10am, PB
Mon 12

136



Diary

Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Tue 13

A Midsummer Night's
Dream, 2.30pm

A Midsummer Night's
Dream, 7.30pm

Antigone Exits, 2.15pm

Antigone Exits, SN
7.15pm

Wed 14

A Midsummer Night's
Dream, 2.30pm

Antigone Exits, 7.15pm

In Conversation:
Munya Chawawa,
1pm, MT

Thu 15

A Midsummer Night's
Dream, 6.00pm

Antigone Exits, 2.15pm

Antigone Exits, 7.15pm

Fri 16

A Midsummer Night's
Dream, AD 7.30pm

Antigone Exits, AD
7.15pm

Post-Show Talk:
AMND, FT
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Diary

Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Sat 17 | A Midsummer Night's Antigone Exits, AD Backstage Tour,
Dream, AD 2.30pm 2.15pm 10.30am, FT
A Midsummer Night's Antigone Exits, LP
Dream, LP 7.30pm 7.15pm
Sun 18 Sloe Fair — car park
closed
Mon 19 Sloe Fair — car park
closed
Tue 20 Sloe Fair — car park
closed
Wed 21 Sloe Fair — car park
reopens 12 noon
Thu 22
Fri 23 Baby Broadway,

10am, 11.15am, MB
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Diary

Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Sat 24 Family Backstage
Tour, 10.30am, FT
Sun 25
Mon 26 Creation Station,
10am, 11am, FF
Tue 27 Not Now, Bernard,
11.30am, 2pm, TN
Wed 28 |Judi Dench, 7.30pm
Thu 29 |Liza Pulman & Joe Stilgoe,
2.30pm
Liza Pulman & Joe Stilgoe,
7.30pm
Fri 30 |Stitches Comedy Club, The BRICK People,

8.00pm

10am-5pm, FF
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Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Nov

Sat 31 | The Archers Live at 75,
7.30pm
Sun 1
Mon 2 Supporters BTS Event,
11am, MB
Tue 3 |The Last Laugh, 7.30pm
Wed 4 | The Last Laugh, 2.30pm
The Last Laugh, 7.30pm
Thu 5 |The Last Laugh, 2.30pm
The Last Laugh, 7.30pm Juliet & Romeo, 7.15pm
Fri . 6 |The Last Laugh, AD Juliet & Romeo, 7.15pm

7.30pm
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Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Sat 7 |The Last Laugh, AD Juliet & Romeo, 2.15pm Backstage Tour,
2.30pm 10.30am, FT
The Last Laugh, 7.30pm Juliet & Romeo, 7.15pm

Sun 8

Mon 9

Tue 10 |Heathers The Musical, The Gang of Three,
7.30pm 7.15pm

Wed 11 |Heathers The Musical, The Gang of Three,

2.30pm

Heathers The Musical,
7.30pm

2.15pm

The Gang of Three,
7.15pm

141



Diary

Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Thu 12 The Gang of Three,
2.15pm
Heathers The Musical, The Gang of Three,
CAP 7.30pm 7.15pm
Fri. 13 |Heathers The Musical, AD Scrunchie Craft
5.00pm Session, 3.30pm &
6.45pm, OP
Heathers The Musical, The Gang of Three, AD
8.15pm 7.15pm
Sat 14 | Heathers The Musical, AD | The Gang of Three, AD
2.30pm 2.15pm
Heathers The Musical, The Gang of Three,
7.30pm 7.15pm
Sun 15
Mon 16
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Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Tue 17

The Curious Incident,
7.30pm

The Silence and the
Noise, 7.15pm

Wed 18

The Curious Incident,
2.30pm

The Curious Incident,
7.30pm

The Silence and the
Noise, 7.15pm

Post-Show Talk: The
Silence and the Noise,
MT

Thu 19

The Curious Incident,
2.30pm

The Curious Incident,
7.30pm

The Silence and the
Noise, 2.15pm

The Silence and the
Noise, 7.15pm

Frii 20

The Curious Incident, AD
7.30pm

The Silence and the
Noise, AD 7.15pm
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Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Sat 21 | The Curious Incident, AD | The Silence and the Backstage Tour,
2.30pm Noise, AD 2.15pm 10.30am, FT
The Curious Incident, Silence and the Noise,
7.30pm 7.15pm

Sun 22

Mon 23 Mitch Benn, 7.15pm

Tue 24 |Present Laughter, 7.30pm | Mark Thomas, 8.00pm

Wed 25 |Present Laughter, 2.30pm | Burt Bacharach tribute,

Present Laughter, 7.30pm

2.15pm

Burt Bacharach tribute,
7.15pm
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Thu 26 |Present Laughter, 2.30pm | Burt Bacharach tribute,
2.15pm
Present Laughter, 7.30pm | Burt Bacharach tribute,
7.15pm
Fri 27 | Present Laughter, AD Zoe Rahman, 7.15pm
7.30pm
Sat 28 | Present Laughter, AD Backstage Tour,
2.30pm 10.30am, FT
Present Laughter, 7.30pm
Sun 29
Mon 30
Dec Tue 1 |Christmas Concerts,

7.30pm
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Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Wed 2

Christmas Concerts,
7.30pm

Thu 3

Christmas Concerts,
2.30pm

Christmas Concerts,
7.30pm

Fri 4

Christmas Concerts,
7.30pm

Santa’s Grotto, 10am-
6.30pm, OP

Christmas Wonder
Gig, 10am, 11.15am,
MB
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Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Sat 5

Christmas Concerts,
2.30pm

Christmas Concerts,
7.30pm

Hey! Christmas Tree,
10.30am

Play Cafe, 9.30am-
10.30am, MB

Santa’s Grotto, 10am-
6.30pm, OP

(“Twas) The Cabaret
Before Christmas,
8pm, TN

Sun 6

Hey! Christmas Tree,
10.30am

Play Café, 9.30am-
10.30am, MB

Santa’s Grotto, 10am-
6.30pm, OP

Mon 7

Supporters BTS Event,
3pm, TN

Tue 8

Hey! Christmas Tree,
10.30am

Play Café, 9.30am-
10.30am, MB
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Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Wed 9 Hey! Christmas Tree, RP |Play Café, 9.30am-
10.30am 10.30am, MB
Thu 10 Hey! Christmas Tree, Play Cafe, 9.30am-
10.30am 10.30am, MB
Fri 11 Hey! Christmas Tree, Play Cafe, 9.30am-
10.30am 1.30pm, MB
Hey! Christmas Tree, Santa’s Grotto, 10am-
1.30pm 6.30pm, OP
Mistletoe & Melodies,
7.30pm, BR
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Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Sat 12 Hey! Christmas Tree, Play Cafe, 9.30am-
10.30am 4.30pm, MB
Hey! Christmas Tree, Santa’s Grotto, 10am-
1.30pm 6.30pm, OP
Hey! Christmas Tree, Mistletoe & Melodies,
BSL 4.30pm /pm, BR

Sun 13 Hey! Christmas Tree, Play Café, 9.30am-
10.30am 10.30am, MB
Hey! Christmas Tree, Santa’s Grotto, 10am-
1.30pm 6.30pm, OP

Mon 14 |Peter Pan, 7.00pm

Tue 15 Hey! Christmas Tree, Play Café, 9.30am-

Peter Pan, 7.00pm

10.30am

10.30am, MB
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Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Wed 16

Peter Pan, 2.00pm

Hey! Christmas Tree,
10.30am

Hey! Christmas Tree,
1.30pm

Play Cafe, 9.30am-
1.30pm, MB

Thu 17 Hey! Christmas Tree, Play Cafe, 9.30am-
10.30am 1.30pm, MB
Peter Pan, 2.00pm Hey! Christmas Tree,
1.30pm
Peter Pan, PN SN 7pm
Fri 18 Santa’s Grotto, 10am-

6.30pm, OP
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Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Sat 19

Peter Pan, 2.00pm

Peter Pan, 7.00pm

Hey! Christmas Tree,
10.30am

Hey! Christmas Tree,
1.30pm

Hey! Christmas Tree,
4.30pm

Play Cafe, 9.30am-
4.30pm, MB

Santa’s Grotto, 10am-
6.30pm, OP

Family Backstage
Tour, 10.30am, FT

Scrooge Live to Film,

2pm & 8pm, TN
Sun 20 Hey! Christmas Tree, Play Cafe, 9.30am-
10.30am 1.30pm, MB

Peter Pan, 2.00pm

Hey! Christmas Tree,
1.30pm

Santa’s Grotto, 10am-
6.30pm, OP
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Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Mon 21 |Peter Pan, 2.00pm Hey! Christmas Tree, Santa’s Grotto, 10am-
1.30pm 6.30pm, OP
Peter Pan, 7.00pm Play Café, 12.30pm-
1.30pm, MB
Tue 22 Hey! Christmas Tree, Play Café, 9.30am-
10.30am 1.30pm, MB
Hey! Christmas Tree, Santa’s Grotto, 10am-
1.30pm 6.30pm, OP
Peter Pan, 7.00pm Post-Show Talk: Peter
Pan, FT Family
Wed 23 Hey! Christmas Tree, Play Café, 9.30am-
10.30am 1.30pm, MB

Peter Pan, 2.00pm

Peter Pan, 7.00pm

Hey! Christmas Tree,
1.30pm

Santa’s Grotto, 10am-
6.30pm, OP
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Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Thu 24

Peter Pan, 2.00pm

Hey! Christmas Tree,
10.30am

Hey! Christmas Tree,

Play Cafe, 9.30am-
1.30pm, MB

Elves Christmas Party,

1.30pm 10am-2pm, OP

Fri 25

Sat 26 |Peter Pan, 4.00pm Hey! Christmas Tree, Play Cafe, 3.30pm-
4.30pm 4.30pm, MB

Sun 27 Hey! Christmas Tree, Play Café, 9.30am-
10.30am 1.30pm, MB

Peter Pan, 2.00pm

Hey! Christmas Tree, LP
1.30pm

Mon 28

Peter Pan, 7.00pm
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Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Jan
BH

Tue 29 |Peter Pan, 2.00pm
Peter Pan, CAP 7.00pm
Wed 30 |Peter Pan, RP 2.00pm
Peter Pan, AD LP 7.00pm
Thu 31
Fri 1
Sat 2
Sun 3
Mon 4
Tue 5
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Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Wed 6 | The Nutcracker, 7.30pm
Thu 7 | The Nutcracker, 7.30pm Intermezzo, 7.15pm
Fri 8 Intermezzo,1.00pm
The Nutcracker, 6.00pm Intermezzo, 7.15pm
Sat 9 | The Nutcracker, 2.30pm
The Nutcracker, 7.30pm | Musicante, 7.15pm
Sun 10 | The Nutcracker, 2.30pm
Mon 11 Yippee Ki Yay, 7.15pm
Tue 12 |Children’s Concert,

10.45pm
Children’s Concert. 1.30pm

Top Gunchained, 7.15pm
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Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Wed 13 | United Voices, 7.00pm
Thu 14 Yippee Ki Yay, 2.15pm
Fascinating Aida, 7.30pm | Top Gunchained, 7.15pm
Fri 15 | Tarantaral, 2.30pm
Tarantara!, 7.30pm Yippee Ki Yay, 7.15pm
Sat 16 | Sir Derek Jacobi, 2.30pm | Top Unchained, 2.15pm
Yippee Ki Yay, 7.15pm
Sun 17
Mon 18
Tue 19 |By Royal Appointment, Spitfire Girls, 7.15pm

7.30pm
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Minerva Theatre

Events

Wed 20

By Royal Appointment,
2.30pm

By Royal Appointment,
7.30pm

Spitfire Girls, 2.15pm

Spitfire Girls, 7.15pm

Thu 21 |By Royal Appointment, Spitfire Girls, 2.15pm
2.30pm
By Royal Appointment, Spitfire Girls, 7.15pm Post-Show Talk:
7.30pm Spitfire Girls, MT
Fri 22 | By Royal Appointment, Spitfire Girls, AD 7.15pm
AD CAP 7.30pm
Sat 23 | By Royal Appointment, AD | Spitfire Girls, AD 2.15pm | Backstage Tour,
2.30pm 10.30am, FT
By Royal Appointment, Spitfire Girls, 7.15pm
7.30pm
Sun 24
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Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Mon 25
Tue 26 Creative Careers Day,
9am-3pm, FT
Wed 27 SHOAH, 2.15pm
SHOAH, 7.15pm
Thu 28 |Friday Night is Music
Night, 7.30pm
Fri 29 |BBC Big Band and Claire
Martin, 7.30pm
Sat 30 The Magic Flute, 2.15pm | Play Café, 1.15pm-
7.15pm, MB
The Magic Flute, 7.15pm
Sun 31 The Magic Flute, 2.15pm | Play Café, 1.15pm-

2.15pm, MB
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Diary Festival Theatre Minerva Theatre Events
Feb Mon 1
Tue 2 |Beforel Go To Sleep, The Reckoning, 7.15pm
7.30pm
Wed 3 |Before |l Go To Sleep, The Reckoning, 2.15pm
2.30pm
Before | Go To Sleep, The Reckoning, 7.15pm
7.30pm
Thu 4 |Beforel Go To Sleep, The Reckoning, 2.15pm
2.30pm
Before | Go To Sleep, The Reckoning, 7.15pm
CAP 7.30pm
Fri . 5 |Before | Go To Sleep, AD | The Reckoning, AD

7.30pm

7.15pm
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Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Sat 6 |Before| Go To Sleep, AD | The Reckoning, AD Backstage Tour,
2.30pm 2.15pm 10.30am, FT
Before | Go To Sleep, The Reckoning, 7.15pm
7.30pm

Sun 7

Mon 8

Tue 9 |A Tale of Two Cities,
7.30pm

Wed 10 |A Tale of Two Cities,

2.30pm

Birdcatcher, 7.15pm

160



Diary

Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Thu 11 |A Tale of Two Cities, Birdcatcher, 2.15pm
2.30pm
A Tale of Two Cities, Birdcatcher, 7.15pm
7.30pm
Fri 12 | A Tale of Two Cities, AD | Birdcatcher, AD 7.15pm | Post-Show Talk: A
7.30pm Tale of Two Cities, FT
Sat 13 | A Tale of Two Cities, AD | Birdcatcher, AD 2.15pm | Backstage Tour,
2.30pm 10.30am, FT
A Tale of Two Cities, Birdcatcher, 7.15pm
7.30pm
Sun 14
Mon 15 Afghan Art & Textiles,

until Sat 20 Feb, FF
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Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Tue 16 The Lion Inside, 4.30pm | Play Café, 3.30pm-
4.30pm, MB
A Thousand Splendid
Suns, 7.30pm
Wed 17 The Lion Inside, 10.30am |Play Cafeé, 9.30am-
1.30pm, MB
A Thousand Splendid The Lion Inside, 1.30pm
Suns, 2.30pm
A Thousand Splendid
Suns, 7.30pm
Thu 18 The Lion Inside, 10.30am | Play Café, 9.30am-

A Thousand Splendid
Suns, 2.30pm

A Thousand Splendid
Suns, 7.30pm

The Lion Inside, 1.30pm

The Lion Inside, 4.30pm

4.30pm, MB
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Fri 19 The Lion Inside, 10.30am |Play Café, 9.30am-
1.30pm, MB
The Lion Inside, 1.30pm
A Thousand Splendid
Suns, AD 7.30pm
Sat 20 The Lion Inside, 10.30am | Play Café, 9.30am-
1.30pm, MB
A Thousand Splendid The Lion Inside, 1.30pm Backst T
ackstage Tour,
Suns, AD 2.30pm 10.30am, FT
A Thousand Splendid
Suns, 7.30pm
Sun 21 The Lion Inside, 10.30am | Play Café, 9.30am-
1.30pm, MB
The Lion Inside, 1.30pm
Mon 22
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Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Tue 23

Punch, 7.30pm

Wed 24

Punch, 2.30pm

Punch, 7.30pm

Who Let the Gods Out?,
4.30pm

Play Café, 3.30pm-
4.30pm, MB

Thu 25

Punch, 2.30pm

Punch, 7.30pm

Who Let the Gods Out?,
10.30am

Who Let the Gods Out?,
1.30pm

Play Café, 9.30am-
1.30pm, MB

Frii 26

Punch, AD CAP 7.30pm

Who Let the Gods Out?,
10.30am

Who Let the Gods Out?,
1.30pm

Play Cafe, 9.30am-
1.30pm, MB

Post-Show Talk:
Punch, MT
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Festival Theatre

Minerva Theatre

Events

Mar

Sat 27 Who Let the Gods Out?, Play Cafe, 9.30am-
10.30am 1.30pm, MB
Punch, AD 2.30pm Who Let the Gods Out?, |Backstage Tour,
1.30pm 10.30am, FT
Punch, 7.30pm
Sun 28 Who Let the Gods Out?, Play Cafe, 9.30am-
10.30am 1.30pm, MB
Who Let the Gods Out?,
1.30pm
Mon 1
Tue 2
Wed 3 Tango Criminoso, 7.15pm
Thu 4
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Minerva Theatre

Events

Fri 5 Ovation Rock Show,
7.00pm

Sat 6 Ovation Rock Show,
7.00pm

Sun 7

Mon 8 Shakespeare Schools International Women'’s
Fest, 7.00pm Day, FF

Tue 9 FestivALL Open Mic,

7.30pm, TN

Wed 10 FestivALL, 7.30pm

Thu 11 FestivALL, 7.30pm

Fri 12 Nerina Pallot, 8.00pm
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Key

AMND ‘A Midsummer Night's Dream’
The Curious Incident ‘The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time’

Audio Described : Captioned
AD Performance BSL Signed Performance | CAP Performance
RP Relaxed Performance |P Preview PN Press Night
SN Supporters Night LP Last Performance BH | Bank Holiday
FT Festival Theatre MT  Minerva Theatre FF Egig\r/al Theatre
TN The Nest BR Minerva Brasserie MB | Minerva Bar

Steven Pimlott

OP  Oaklands Park PB Building
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Our Supporters
2026-27

Principal Sponsors

Bennett Griffin

Chichester College

Genesis Town Planning

George Ide LLP

Goodwood

Greenwood Wealth Solutions
Irwin Mitchell

James Todd & Co

Mayo Wynne Baxter

The Portsmouth Grammar School
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars

Trinity Bridge

Wates Developments

Wiley

Prof E.F. Juniper and Mrs Jilly Styles
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Spotlight Sponsors

Bishops Printers
Chichester Harbour Hotel
Chichester College

Cl Optometrists
Gusbourne

Inspired Villages

ITD Consultants

Vitale at-home care

Minerva Season Principal

Charles Holloway OBE

Directors Circle

John and Joan Adams
Clive and Frances Coward
Mrs Veronica J Dukes
Melanie Edge

Sir Vernon Ellis

Huw Evans

Sandy and Mark Foster
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Angela and Uri Greenwood

The Heller Family

Chris and Carolyn Hughes

Liz Juniper

Jonathan and Clare Lubran

Ann and James McMeehan Roberts
Denise Patterson

David Shalit MBE and Sophie Shalit
Howard M Thompson

And two anonymous supporters

Artists Circle

Philip Berry

Pippa, Lady Blake

lan and Janet Carroll

John and Susan Coldstream
Yvonne and John Dean
Nick and Lalli Draper

Steve and Sheila Evans
George Galazka

Jacqueline and Jonathan Gestetner
Themy Hamilton

Dennis Harrison
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Elizabeth Miles

Jerome and Elizabeth O’'Hea
Anita Oldham

Mr Gordon Owen CBE and Mrs Tina Owen
Stuart and Carolyn Popham
Judith Porter

Jon and Ann Shapiro

Greg and Katherine Slay
Christine and Dave Smithers
Ernest Yelf

And one anonymous supporter

Trusts & Foundations

Dora Green Educational Trust

Dorus Trust

Elizabeth, Lady Cowdray’s Charity Trust
Epigoni Trust

Foyle Foundation

G D Charitable Trust

Mackintosh Foundation

MH Charitable Foundation

Noél Coward Foundation

Patricia Routledge Charitable Trust
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Peacock Charitable Trust

Salomon Oppenheimer Philanthropic Foundation
Theatre Artists Fund

Vernon Ellis Foundation

Wickens Family Foundation

And one anonymous supporter

Thank you all!!

Find out how you can support us at cft.org.uk/support-us

172


http://www.cft.org.uk/support-us

The future of theatre
begins today

We’'re raising much-needed funds to help nurture the talent of
tomorrow those who dream of lighting up the stage, creating
powerful stories and bringing productions to life behind the
scenes. Help support the next theatre maker, technician or
director and keep the magic of theatre alive for generations to
come. Visit cft.org.uk/stage-the-future to find out more and

donate.
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