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a small and quiet light 
By Stephanie Street 
 
Directed by Elin Schofield 
A co-production with Orange Tree Theatre 
 
21 August – 12 September, Minerva Theatre 
Press night: Thursday 27 August 
21 September – 24 October, Orange Tree Theatre 
Press night: Monday 28 September 
 

A new play by Stephanie Street, a small and quiet light, has its premiere at Chichester’s 
Minerva Theatre from 21 August – 12 September, directed by Elin Schofield, with a press 
night on 27 August.  Due to demand, a limited number of extra seats have been added to the 
Minerva Theatre for all performances. 

A co-production with Orange Tree Theatre in Richmond, the production will run there from 
21 September – 24 October, with a press night on 28 September. 

a small and quiet light is based on the life of Noor-un-Nisa Inayat Khan (1914-1944), an 
extraordinarily courageous woman who paid the ultimate price for her heroic fight against 
fascism. 

Priyanga Burford (The Vortex CFT, The Seagull Barbican, An Enemy of the People West 
End – Olivier nomination, Steeltown Murders) plays Noor. She is joined by Kiah Arya 
(making her professional debut); Léa des Garets (George Criterion Theatre, Romeo and 
Juliet Shakespeare’s Globe); Caoilfhionn Dunne (TV’s How To Get To Heaven from Belfast, 
Industry); Amanda Hadingue (The Tempest Shakespeare’s Globe, Drive Your Plow 
Complicité); Tripti Tripuraneni (After the Flood, The Cherry Orchard ETT); and Paksie 
Vernon (The Narcissist CFT, People Places and Things National Theatre). 

October 1943. In a small office on the Avenue Foch in Paris, a Gestapo interrogator is 
questioning a young woman who has been known by many different names: Babuli, Jeanne-
Marie, Nora, Madeleine.  

As one of the secret agents of Britain’s Special Operations Executive – and the first female 
radio operator to be sent undercover into France (from RAF Tangmere, just outside 
Chichester) – she has evaded capture far longer than most. But now she has been betrayed. 

As she faces the fate she has dreaded so long, memories crowd in – a beloved father, a 
thwarted lover, a gruelling journey to war, and an endless longing for her childhood piano. 
What has led her here? 
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Stephanie Street’s plays include The Reluctant Fundamentalist and Sisters. As an actor, 
her Chichester credits include Our Generation and Quiz, and, at the National Theatre, 
Coriolanus, Behind the Beautiful Forevers and Nightwatchman which earned her a 
WhatsOnStage Award nomination for Best Solo Performance. Her recent TV work has 
included NDA, A Good Girl’s Guide to Murder, The Lady, Joan, Until I Kill You and 
Breathtaking. 

The director Elin Schofield is currently Associate Director at the Donmar Warehouse; her  
work includes Scissors at Sheffield Theatre for which she won the UK Theatre Award for 
Best Director. 

Diyan Zora is production dramaturg; the designer is Anna Yates, lighting designer Ryan 
Joseph Stafford, composer Nicola T Chang, sound designer Tingying Dong, movement & 
intimacy director Adi Gortler, fight director Sam Lyon-Behan and casting director Jacob 
Sparrow; Priyanga Burford (Dawn Chorus Films) is consultant producer. 
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BOOKING INFORMATION 
 
Minerva Theatre at Chichester Festival Theatre: 
cft.org.uk Box Office 01243 781312  
 
Orange Tree Theatre: 
orangetreetheatre.co.uk  Box Office 020 8940 3633 
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For further information, please contact: 
 
For the Minerva Theatre, Chichester: 
Lucinda Morrison, Head of Press & Publications: lucinda.morrison@cft.org.uk 
Stephanie McKelvey-Aves, Marketing & Communications Manager: 
stephanie.mckelvey-aves@cft.org.uk 
 
 
For Orange Tree Theatre, Richmond: 
Hayleigh Randerson at Kate Morley PR: hayleigh@katemorleypr.com 
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